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Define your goals and timeline

Knowing your destination will help in determining your next steps.

Attend home buying workshops

www.huecu.org/workshops

Set up automatic savings for your down payment 

The larger the down payment, the lower your monthly mortgage payments.  

Reduce debt-to-income ratio

Lowering your debt will put you in a stronger financial situation.

Get pre-approval

Knowing how much you can afford will help as you search for homes. 
Remember, you don’t have to go with the highest amount of your  
pre-approval. 

Build your home buying team

Talk to friends, relatives, and us at HUECU, to find a realtor, mortgage loan 
originator and other key teammates that will help you through the process. 

Use separate saving account(s) for home buying expenses 

A down payment isn’t the only expense to save for; remember to save for 
relocation, closing, and other home expenses. Separate accounts will help 
you track your savings goal progress. 

Build your credit score

We recommend a 720 or higher credit score. GreenPath Financial Wellness 
accredited credit counselors can help you improve your credit score for free. 

Looking to buy, but not sure where to start? 
The following steps will help open the door to your new home.

Schedule a meeting:

huecu.org/homebuying
Available to Harvard and affiliated community 
and non-HUECU members.

We’re here to help
Meet with a Home Buying Expert:

HARVARD SQUARE

ASSEMBLY ROW

MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL

LONGWOOD MEDICAL AREA

CHARLESTOWN NAVY YARD

HARVARD UNIVERSITY EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION

Preparing to buy checklist

Not a bank. A benefit.

Meet with a Home Buying Expert:

In person or over the phone

Available 7 days a week, including 
evening hours

Available in Spanish

Want to discuss your 
specific situation?

http://www.huecu.org/workshops
http://huecu.org/homebuying 

